
Jakub Štolfa is an academic staff member at VSB – Technical University of Ostrava, where he has also
received his Ph.D. He is also the President of the Automotive Skills Alliance, and a WP leader in the
ALBATTS project. His recent activities focus on a sustainable and pragmatic approach towards the skills
agenda in Automotive Ecosystem. He has experience in project/program management, development of
training and educational programs, technical background in Informatics and Mechatronics in the
Automotive ecosystem.

Kari Valkama is a project manager at Technology Centre Merinova in Vaasa, Finland. Merinova is the
leader of the EnergyVaasa Cluster that possesses the Gold Label of Cluster Management Excellence. Its
cutting-edge expertise is in energy technology and business development. Merinova is involved in various
projects, programs and services regionally, nationally and globally. Kari holds a degree in Business
Administration. He has years of experience in working with business and general development related
tasks in SME companies in metal and cleantech industries.
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Lukáš Folbrecht has been leading ALBATTS project WP5 – Intelligence in Mobile Battery Applications,
which analyses the use of battery technologies and relevant job roles and skills in moving devices. His
previous experience includes positions in SKODA AUTO, the Office of the Government of the Czech
Republic and the media, as well as work and study experience in the US, the UK and Brussels. Lukas is
also a secretary of the Czech E-mobility Platform and an e-mobility enthusiast.
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João Alves graduated in Environmental Engineering in 2001 and is ATEC’s Cooperation Projects and 
Certifications Area Coordinator since 2011, having coordinated ATEC’s participation in several European 
Commission and national funded projects for the fulfilment of ATEC’s Mission. He also supports 
relationships with external entities and is responsible for the regulations and standardisation processes at 
ATEC since 2004, namely to those related with VET development and delivery and for the relations 
between ATEC and the Portuguese governmental institutions.
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Katarina Sandbacka is Manager of International affairs at Vamia Vocational college in Vaasa, Finland.
Vamia is a multidisciplinary VET provider with 5000 students providing education and training for youth,
adults and working life. She is co- leader for the Education and training work package in the Albatts
project. Katarina has long experience from working life, in VET teaching, development and management.
She is actively involved in the development of VET regionally, nationally and internationally in order to
meet the emerging needs of working life. She has a passion for development and innovation in education.
She holds a BSc in Hospitality Management from Oxford Brookes University, UK, MPhil in Product
Development from Umeå University, Sweden and VET teacher education from Åbo Akademi, Finland.
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Marek Spányik is a Project Manager and Researcher at the Technical University of Ostrava. His
professional background is computer science and software engineering. He has been involved with the
Skills Agenda related project since 2020, and worked on skills in various domains, such as batteries,
automotive and cybersecurity.


